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This Plan describes the CCDF program to be conducted by the State for the period 10/1/01 – 
9/30/03.  As provided for in the applicable statutes and regulations, the Lead Agency has the 
flexibility to modify this program at any time, including changing the options selected or 
described herein.  
 
The official text of the applicable laws and regulations govern, and the Lead Agency 
acknowledges its responsibility to adhere to them regardless of the fact that, for purposes of 
simplicity and clarity, the specific provisions printed herein are sometimes paraphrases of, or 
excerpts and incomplete quotations from, the full text.  
 
 
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 162.57 hours per response, 
including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and reviewing the 
collection of information. 
 
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless 
it displays a currently valid OMB control number. 
 
 
  (Form ACF 118  Approved OMB Number: 0970-0114 expires xxxxx) 
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Instructions: 
  1) Lead Agency completes the first 3 columns and sends a photocopy of this Log (showing the latest 

amendment sent to ACF) and the amended section(s) to the ACF Regional contact.  A copy of the 
Log, showing the latest amendment pending in ACF, is retained in the Lead Agency's Plan. 

  2) ACF completes column 4 and returns a photocopy of the Log to the grantee. 
  3) The Lead Agency replaces this page in the Plan with the copy of the Log received from ACF 

showing the approval date. 
Note:  This process depends on repeated subsequent use of the same Log page over the life of the Plan.  At any time 
the Log should reflect all amendments, both approved and pending in ACF.  The Lead Agency is advised to retain 
those "old" plan pages that are superseded by amendments in a separate appendix to its Plan. 
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PART 1 -- ADMINISTRATION 
 

The agency shown below has been designated by the Chief Executive Officer of the State (or 
Territory), to represent the State (or Territory) as the Lead Agency.  The Lead Agency agrees to 
administer the program in accordance with applicable Federal laws and regulations and the 
provisions of this Plan, including the assurances and certifications appended hereto.  (658D, 
658E) 
 
1.1 Lead Agency Information: (as designated by State chief executive officer) 
 

Name of Lead Agency:  Maine Department of Human Services 
 
Address of Lead Agency:  11 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333 
 
Name and Title of the 
Lead Agency’s Chief Executive Officer:  Kevin Concannon, Commissioner 
 
Phone & Fax Numbers:   207/287-2736 
      207/287-3005 fax 

 
1.2  State Child Care (CCDF) Contact Information:  (day-to-day contact) 
 

Name and Title of the 
State Child Care Contact (CCDF):  Kerry Wiersma 
 
Address of Contact: 11 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333   
 
Phone & Fax Numbers:  207/287-5060, 207/287-5031 fax 
E-Mail Address:  kerry.wiersma@state.me.us 

 
1.3 The Lead Agency estimates that the following amounts will be available for child care 

services and related activities during the 1-year period: October 1, 2001 through 
September 30, 2002. (§98.13(a)) 

 
 -Federal Child Care & Development Fund: $16,000,000 
 -Federal TANF Transfer to CCDF (if known): $7,250,000 
 -Direct Federal TANF Spending on Child Care (if known): $6,400,000 
 -State Maintenance of Effort Funds: $2,000,000 
 -State Matching Funds: $2,100,000 
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1.4 The Lead Agency estimates that the following amount (and percentage) of the CCDF will 
be used to administer the program (not to exceed 5 percent): $ 600,000 (less than 5%).  
(658E(c)(3), §§98.13(a), 98.52) 

 
1.5 Does the Lead Agency directly administer and implement all services, programs and 

activities funded under the CCDF Act, including those described in Part 5 – Activities & 
Services to Improve the Quality and Availability of Child Care? 

 
 (     ) Yes. – GO to Section 1.8. 
 ( X ) No, and the following describes how the Lead Agency maintains overall control 

when services or activities are provided through other agencies. (658D(b)(1)(A), 
§98.11) 

 
  The Community Services Center, Division of Contracted Community Services 

contracts with community-based, private, non-profit organizations to provide 
child care services, administer the state voucher program, provide resource and 
referral services, coordinate child care provider training activities, or otherwise 
support the quality of child care in the state.  Contracts and awards to these 
agencies are governed by the policies as promulgated in the Department of 
Human Services’ Purchase of Services Policy Manual (Attachment A).  This 
manual includes provisions on financial and administrative management, service 
policies, and income eligibility determination.  Furthermore, as required by state 
law, contract agencies meet certain performance indicators as outlined in 
Appendix B. 

 
  Contract specialists monitor all contracts for program and financial compliance 

and for specific performance requirements according to the policy manual and the 
performance indicators.  This monitoring includes quarterly reporting as well as 
an annual site visit to review financial records and client records, if applicable.   

 
  All services are scheduled for renewal through a competitive bid process every 

seven years.  In addition, any new funds are awarded on a competitive basis as 
required by state law. 

 
  The Director of the Office of Child Care and Head Start, as well as other program 

managers in the Division, meet periodically with grantees, various associations, 
councils, and advisory groups to evaluate the delivery of services.  The program 
managers will solicit recommendations from these groups on how to improve 
services and implement modifications and/or improvements as deemed necessary. 

 
1.6 For child care services funded under §98.50 (i.e., certificates, vouchers, grants/contracts 

for slots based on individual eligibility), does the Lead Agency itself: (§98.11) 
 

• Determine individual eligibility of non-TANF families? YES ___  NO _X_ 
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If NO, identify the name and type of agency that determines eligibility of non-
TANF families for child care: 

 
 
Eligibility for non-TANF families is determined by 11 voucher management 
agencies in the state and 64 contracted child care agencies.  Please see Attachments 
C and D.   
 
 
• Determine individual eligibility of TANF families? YES _X_  NO ___ 

  If NO, identify the name and type of agency tha t determines eligibility of TANF 
families for child care: 

 
 
 
 
 
• Assist parents in locating child care?  YES____  NO_X__ 
 If NO, identify the name and type of agency that assists parents: 
 

Resource and referral services are provided through 11 state-wide child care 
resource and development centers.  Please see Attachment C. 
 

 
 
• Make payments to providers?  YES__X_ NO___ 

  If NO, identify the name and type of agency that makes payments: 
 

The Department of Human Services provides direct payments to providers for 
clients receiving TANF as well as to 64 contracted agencies providing direct child 
care services.  The voucher management agencies make payments to providers as 
outlined in the Purchase of Social Services Policy Manual, Section V, Sub-
Section I. 
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1.7 Is any entity named in response to section 1.6 a non-governmental entity?  (658D(b), 
§§98.10(a), 98.11(a)) 

 
 (   ) No. 
 ( X )  Yes, the following entities named in section 1.6 are non-governmental: 
 
 The 11 voucher management agencies and the 64 contracted agencies providing direct 
child care services are non-governmental agencies. 
 
 
 
Section 1.8 - Use of Private Donated Funds  
 
1.8.1 Will the Lead Agency use private donated funds to meet a part of the matching 

requirement of the CCDF pursuant to §98.53(e)(2) and (f)? 
 
 ( X ) No.  GO TO 1.9 
 (  ) Yes, and the entity designated to receive private donated funds is: 
    Name of entity: 
    Address: 
   Contact: 
 
1.8.2 Is the entity designated to receive private donated funds (named above) a non- 

governmental agency? (§98.11(a)) 
 
 (  ) Yes. 
 (  ) No. 
  
Section 1.9 - Use of State Pre-Kindergarten (Pre -K) Expenditures 
 
1.9.1 During this plan period, will State expenditures for Pre-K programs be used to meet 

any of the CCDF maintenance of effort (MOE) requirement? 
  
 (X )  No.   
 (  ) Yes, and the State assures that its level of effort in full day/full year child care 

services has not been reduced, pursuant to §98.53(h)(1). 
 
1.9.2 During this plan period, will State expenditures for Pre-K programs be used to meet 

any of the CCDF Matching Fund requirement? (§98.53(h)) 
  
 ( X )  No.  
 (     )  Yes, and the following describes State efforts to ensure that pre-K 

programs meet the needs of working parents (§98.53(h)(2)): 
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1.9.3 Will the State use Pre-K expenditures to meet more than 10% of the:  
   

• Maintenance of effort requirement, OR 
• Matching fund requirement? 

 
 If No to both, CHECK HERE   X   . 
 If Yes to either, the following describes how the State will coordinate its Pre-K and 

child care services to expand the availability of child care (§98.53(h)(4)). 
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PART 2 -- DEVELOPING THE CHILD CARE PROGRAM 

 
Section 2.1 – Consultation and Results of Coordination: 
 
Describe the consultations the Lead Agency held in developing this Plan.  At a minimum, the 
description must include the following:  1) the representatives of local governments (including 
tribal organizations when such organizations exist within the boundaries of the State) that were 
consulted (658D(b)(2), §§98.12(b), 98.14(b));  and, 2) the results of coordination with other 
Federal, State, local, and tribal (if applicable) agencies and programs including those involved 
with public health, employment, public education, and TANF. (658D(b)(1)(D), §§98.12(a), 
98.14(a)(1) & (2)) 
 
The Child Care Advisory Council discussed the State Plan at two of their monthly meetings.  
The Maine Child Care Advisory Council is a legislatively created council whose members 
include employees from: The Bureau of Family Independence, the Department of Human 
Services, the Department of Mental Health, Mental Retardation and Substance Abuse Services, 
the Department of Education, Head Start, the State Fire Marshall, the Office of Substance Abuse 
and the Department of Economic and Community Development.  There is one member of the 
Senate and two from the House of Representatives.  There is a parent that receives a child care 
subsidy and one that does not.  There are nominees from the Maine Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry, the Maine Child Care Directors’ Association, a family day-care provider and a Native 
American Representative.  There is a representative from a local pre-school handicapped project, 
and nominees from the Coalition for Maine’s Children, the Maine Association of Child Care 
Resource and Referral Agencies, the Maine Women’s Lobby and one provider of child care for 
school-age children. 
 
A questionnaire was developed to receive input on the use of the quality money.  Organizations 
represented on the Advisory Council distributed the questionnaire to their members. One of the 
Resource Development Centers put a copy of the questionnaire in their newsletter to child care 
providers. A total of 66 surveys were returned.  
 
The tribal organizations were informed that the draft state plan was available and at least two of 
the tribal organizations requested a copy of the plan. 
 
The state plan was discussed at the Maine caucus at the ACF Region I Brewster Meeting.  
Suggestions for the use of the quality money were included.  The following changes in the 
CCDF Plan resulted: 
 

• 3.4.1 Listing Child Development Services as a referral for identification of special 
needs 

• 3.2 Correction: Unregulated providers were not included in the March 2000 
Market Rate Survey 

• 3.4.1 Defining how priority is given through the Voucher Management Agencies 
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The survey distributed to the Maine Child Care Advisory Council focused on how to 
allocate the funds the Department of Human Services will spend to improve the 
quality of child care in Maine.  Suggestions from the survey were included in 5.3 and 
5.4. 

 
Section 2.2 - Public Hearing Process: 
 
Describe the Statewide public hearing process held to provide the public an opportunity to 
comment on the provision of child care services under this Plan.  At a minimum, the description 
must include the date(s) of the hearing(s), how and when the public was notified Statewide of the 
hearing(s), the hearing site(s), and how the content of the Plan was made available to the public 
in advance of the hearing. (658D(b)(1)(C), §98.14(c)) 
 
A notice of four public hearings was published in the Portland Press Herald, Bangor Daily News, 
and the Kennebec Journal April 25 through April 31, 2001.  The regional Resource Development 
Centers also put a notice of the hearings in their newsletters that were sent to licensed provider.  
The hearings were held at 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in the following locations: 
 
Presque Isle, Maine  Aroostook County Community Action Program May 30, 2001  
Bangor, Maine  Bangor/Brewer YWCA    May 31, 2201 
Augusta, Maine   Augusta City Hall     June 5, 2001 
Portland, Maine   The Family Workshop    June 6, 2001 
 
The notice of public hearings included a notice that copies of the draft plan were available 
beginning May1, 2001 from the Department of Human Services.  Written comments were 
accepted until June 15, 2001. 
 
 
Section 2.3 - Public-Private Partnerships :  Describe the activities, including planned activities, 
to encourage public-private partnerships which promote private-sector involvement in meeting 
child care needs. (658D(b)(1), §98.16(d))  
 
The Child Care Advisory Council of Maine has identified as a key issue this year to examine 
ways to expand public and private partners.  Two subcommittees of the Advisory Council will 
address this issue this year, these are the consumer education and workforce issues 
subcommittees.  Child Care Advisory Council includes membership from the Maine State 
Chamber of Commerce and the Maine Department of Economic and Community Development. 
 
In addition, through the Head Start Supplemental grant, the Department funds 11 regional 
collaborative groups to coordinate program services and develop working relationships with 
private organizations/businesses in each region.  Many of the collaborative groups have business 
partners as actives participants on their collaborative. 
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PART 3 -- CHILD CARE SERVICES OFFERED 
 
Section 3.1 - Description of Child Care Services: 
 
REMINDER:  The Lead Agency must offer certificates for services funded under 45 CFR 
98.50.  (98.30)  Certificates must permit parents to choose from a variety of child care categories 
including center-based care, group home care, family child care and in-home care. (§98.30(e)) 
 
3.1.1 In addition to offering certificates, does the Lead Agency also have grants or 

contracts for child care slots? 
 
 ( ) No.   
 (X ) Yes, and the following describes the types of child care services and the range 

of providers that will be available through grants or contracts: (658A(b)(1), 
658P(4), §§98.16(g)(1), 98.30(a)(1) & (b))  

 
   The Department of Human Services contracts with 64 agencies statewide to 

provide direct child care services. The agencies provide child care services to 
eligible families.  Services include full- time or part-time child care, wrap-
around services for Head Start, and family child care networks for children 
ages 6 weeks to 12 years of age in licensed child care centers or family child 
care homes.   

 
 
 
3.1.2 The Lead Agency must allow for in-home care, but may limit its use.  Does the Lead 

Agency limit the use of in-home care in any way? 
 
 (    )  No. 
 ( X )  Yes, and the limits and the reasons for those limits are (§§98.16(g)(2), 

98.30(e)(1)(iv)): 
 
   The provider must be a minimum of 16 years old and pass a state criminal 

record check, a child protective check, and a motor vehicle check, and may not 
be a member of the voucher client’s immediate family. (If the provider is a 
minor, the state criminal record check and child protective check are done on 
the provider’s parents) The cost of in-home care cannot exceed the approved 
market rate for legal, unregulated caregivers without authorization of the 
Department of Human Services. 
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3.1.3 Are all of the child care services described in 3.1.1 above (including certificates) 

offered throughout the State? (658E(a), §98.16(g)(3))  
 
 ( X )  Yes 
 (    )  No, and the following are the localities (political subdivisions) and the services 

that are not offered: 
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Section 3.2 - Payment Rates for the Provision of Child Care : 
 
The statute (at 658E(c)(4)) requires the Lead Agency to establish payment rates for child care 
services that ensure eligible children equal access to comparable care and these rates are 
provided as Attachment E .   The attached payment rates are effective as of  October 1, 2000.        
     
The following is a summary of the facts relied on by the State to determine that the attached rates 
are sufficient to ensure equal access to comparable child care services provided to children 
whose parents are not eligible to receive child care assistance under the CCDF and other 
governmental programs.  Include, at a minimum: 
 
• The month and year of the local market rate survey(s):_March, 2000__________ 

(§98.43(b)(2))    
 
The most recent market rate survey was conducted in March of 2000.  The survey population 
included all licensed child care centers and family child care homes listed in the state licensing 
database as well as all unregulated providers listed in the state- funded Resource Development 
Centers databases.  Of the 2,683 licensed child care centers and family child care homes 
surveyed, 2106 responded; a response rate of 78.5%.  
 
The eleven statewide Resource Development Centers (RDCs) conducted a telephone survey of 
providers the first three weeks of March of 2000.  The questions included: type of facility, 
number of children enrolled by category (infant, toddler, preschool, school-age, and before and 
after school) and an hourly and maximum weekly rate for care for each category.  
 
• How the payment rates are adequate to ensure equal access based on the results of the above 

noted local market rate survey (i.e., the relationship between the attached payment rates and 
the market rates observed in the survey): (§98.43(b)) 

 
Maine sets the maximum allowable payment at the 75th percentile of the market rates observed in 
the survey.   
 
• Additional facts that the Lead Agency relies on to determine that its payment rates ensure 

equal access include:  (§98.43(d)) 
 
 
• If the payment rates do not reflect individual rates for the full range of providers -- center-

based, group home, family and in-home care -- explain how the choice of the full range of 
providers is made available to parents: 

 
Due to the difficulty in obtaining reliable information, the survey included responses from all 
types of providers except those that are license-exempt in the state or providers caring for less 
than three children.  Rates for these providers are based on 90 percent of child care home rates 
for the appropriate county and age category. 
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Section 3.3 - Eligibility Criteria for Child Care: 
 
By statute, all eligible children must be under the age of 13 and reside with a family whose 
income does not exceed 85% of the State Median Income (SMI) for a family of the same size 
and whose parent(s) are working or attending a job training or educational program or who 
receive or need to receive protective services. (658E(c)(3)(B), 658P(3), §98.20(a)) 
 
3.3.1 Complete column (a) in the matrix below.  Complete Column (b) ONLY IF the Lead 

Agency is using income eligibility limits lower than 85% of the SMI). 
             IF APPLICABLE 

 
 
 

Family Size  

(a) 
85% of State Median 

Income (SMI) 
($/month) 

(b) 
Income Level, lower 

than 85% SMI, if used 
to limit eligibility 

($/month) 

 1 1,880.67  

 2 2,459.34  

 3 3,038.01  

 4 3,616.68  

 5 4,195.35  

 
3.3.2 How does the Lead Agency define “income” for the purposes of eligibility? Is any 

income deducted or excluded from total family income, for instance, work or 
medical expenses; child support paid to, or received from, other households; 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) payments?  Is the income of all family 
members included, or is the income of certain family members living in the 
household excluded?  Please describe and/or include information as Attachment A.   
(§§98.16(g)(5), 98.20(b)) 
 
Please see Attachment A, Section VI, A – Income Eligibility. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 STATE PLAN FOR MAINE                                                     
 CHILD CARE & DEVELOPMENT FUND SERVICES 
 FOR THE  PERIOD 10/1/01 – 9/30/03 
 
 
 

  Effective Date:  October 1, 2001 
 
  Amended Effective:  ____________ 

3.3.3 Has the Lead Agency established additional eligibility conditions or priority rules, 
for example, income limits that vary in different parts of the State, special eligibility 
for families receiving TANF, or eligibility that differs for families that include a 
child with special needs? (658E(c)(3)(B), §98.16(g)(5), §98.20(b)) 

 
 ( X )  No 
 (  )  Yes, and the additional eligibility criteria are: (Terms must be defined in 

Appendix 2) 
 
   
 
 
 
 
3.3.4 Has the Lead Agency elected to waive, on a case-by-case basis, the fee and income 

eligibility requirements for cases in which children receive, or need to receive, 
protective services, as defined in Appendix 2?  (658E(c)(3)(B), 658P(3)(C)(ii), 
§98.20(a)(3)(ii)(A)) 

 
 (  ) Not Applicable, CCDF-funded child care is not provided in cases in which 

children receive, or need to receive, protective services. 
 (   )  No 
 ( X )  Yes 
 
3.3.5 Does the Lead Agency allow child care for children age 13 and above who are 

physically and/or mentally incapable of self-care?  (Physical and mental incapacity 
must then be defined in Appendix 2.)  (658E(c)(3)(B), 658P(3), §98.20(a)(1)(ii)) 

 
 (   )  No 
 ( X )  Yes, and the upper age is  19     .  
 
3.3.6 Does the Lead Agency allow child care for children age 13 and above who are under 

court supervision? (658P(3), 658E(c)(3)(B), §98.20(a)(1)(ii) 
 
 ( X )  No 
 (   )  Yes, and the upper age is       . 
 
3.3.7 Does the State choose to provide CCDF-funded child care to children in foster care 

whose foster care parents are not working, or who are not in education/training 
activities? (§§98.20(a)(3)(ii), 98.16(f)(7)) 

 
 ( X )  Yes.  (NOTE: This means that for CCDF purposes the State considers 

these children to be in protective services.) 
 (    )  No. 
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3.3.8 Does the State choose to provide respite child care to children in protective services? 
(§§98.16(f)(7), 98.20(a)(3)(ii)(A) & (B)) 

 
 ( X )  Yes. 
 (    )   No. 
 
Section 3.4 Priorities for Children: 
 
3.4.1 The following describes the priorities for serving CCDF-eligible children including 

how statutorily required priority is given to children of families with very low family 
income and children with special needs:  (Terms must be defined in Appendix 2) 
(658E(c)(3)(B))  

  
 Maine gives priority among eligible families to: 
 

a) Very Low Income – family with a gross family income, adjusted to family size, 
that does not exceed 100% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines. 

b) Children with Special Needs – Children with a specific diagnosis/disability 
which, without intervention, may impede or impair the attainment of 
developmental milestones; and/or children who evidence a developmental delay 
in one or more of the following skill areas: cognitive, fine motor, gross motor, 
receptive and/or receptive expressive language, social/emotional or self-care; 
and/or children considered to be a risk for health or developmental problems as a 
result of established biological risk factors, and/or as a result of identified 
environmental risk factors.  Parents will provide documentation of identification 
of special need from Child Development Services, or a public health agency, 
school, welfare, office or community social service. 

 
 
 
3.4.2 The following describes how CCDF funds will be used to meet the needs of families 

who are receiving Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), families who 
are attempting through work activities to transition off of TANF, and families that 
are at risk of becoming dependent on TANF. (658E(c)(2)(H), Section 418(b)(2) of 
the Social Security Act, §§98.50(e), 98.16(g)(4)) 

 
The Maine Department of Human Services guarantees child care assistance to TANF 
families if the family meets their employment and training plan and for families that 
have left TANF because of increased earnings.  For families currently receiving 
TANF scholarships, child care is paid for directly from the State of Maine’s TANF 
block grant.  For families leaving TANF, child care subsidies are funded through a 
combination of CCDF and a TANF transfer to CCDF.   
 
Families transitioning from TANF will receive a referral from their caseworker to 
one of the state eleven voucher management agencies.  The Voucher Management 
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Agencies will assist each family in completing necessary applications and provide 
payment to the family’s provider of choice. 
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Section 3.5 - Sliding Fee Scale for Child Care Services: 
 
3.5.1 A sliding fee scale, which is used to determine each family's contribution to the cost 

of child care, must vary based on income and the size of the family.  A copy of this 
sliding fee scale for child care services and an explanation of how it works is 
provided as Attachment  F .   

  
 Will the Lead Agency use additional factors to determine each family's contribution 

to the cost of child care? (658E(c)(3)(B), §98.42(b)) 
 
 (  )      No. 
 ( X )  Yes, and the following describes any additional factors that will be used to 

determine a family's contribution including, but not limited to, a maximum 
amount (family cap), number of children in care, and/or whether care is full or 
part-time: 

   
As shown in Attachment F, the fee for a family receiving subsidized child care is 
determined based on the weekly gross income of a family adjusted by size of the 
family.  In addition, if a family has more than one child in care, the fee for the 2nd 
child enrolled is reduced by 50 percent, the fee for the third child is reduced by 75 
percent, and no additional fee is assessed for any more children. 
 
In addition, families may not be assessed fees that exceed 10% of a family’s gross 
income for all of their children in child care.  

 
 
 
 
 
3.5.2 Is the same sliding fee scale provided in the attachment in response to question 3.5.1 

above in use in all parts of the State? (658E(c)(3)(B))   
 
 ( X )  Yes 
 (  )  No, and other scale(s) are provided as Attachment        . 
  
3.5.3 The Lead Agency may waive contributions from families whose incomes  

are at or below the poverty level for a family of the same size, (§98.42(c)), and  the 
poverty level used by the Lead Agency for a family 
of 3 is:  $_13,880________________. 
 

 The Lead Agency must elect ONE of these options: 
 
 (  )  ALL families with income at or below the poverty level for a family of the 

same size ARE NOT required to pay a fee.  
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 (  )  ALL families, including those with incomes at or below the poverty level for 
families of the same size, ARE required to pay a fee. 

 ( X )  SOME families with income at or below the poverty level for a family of the 
same size ARE NOT required to pay a fee.  A description of these families is: 

 
On a case by case basis a Department or Tribal caseworker may waive or reduce a 
parents assessed fee for Child Protective clients, post-protective clients, or children 
in the custody of federal recognized tribes. 
 

  
 
 
3.5.4 Does the Lead Agency allow child care providers to collect from families any 

unsubsidized portion of the providers' normal fees in addition to the copayment 
under CCDF? (§98.43(b)(3)) 

 
( X )  No 
(  )  Yes, please describe: 
 
 
 
 

 
 
3.5.5 The following is an explanation of how the copayments required by the Lead 

Agency's sliding fee scale(s) are affordable: (§98.43(b)(3)) 
 

The fee scale recognizes the financial constraints of families with more than one 
child.  For these families the fee is reduced for the subsequent children as described 
above.  The fee scale also adjusts the portion a family is responsible for gradually as 
income increases.  Finally, a family will never pay more than 10% of their gross 
family income regardless of the number of children.  
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Section 3.6 - Certificate Payment System: 
 
A child care certificate means a certificate, check, or other disbursement that is issued by the 
Lead Agency directly to a parent who may use it only to pay for child care services from a 
variety of providers (including center-based, group home, family and in-home child care), or, if 
required, as a deposit for services. (658E(c)(2)(A)), 658P(2), §§98.2, 98.16(k), 98.30(c)(3) & 
(e)(1)) 
 
Describe the overall child care certificate payment process, including, at a minimum:  
 
3.6.1 A description of the form of the certificate:  (§98.16(k)) 
 
See Attachment G. 
 
 
 
 
 
3.6.2 A description of how the certificate program permits parents to choose from a variety 

of child care settings by explaining how a parent moves from receipt of the 
certificate to the choice of provider;  (658E(c)(2)(A)(iii), 658P(2), §§98.2, 
98.30(c)(4) & (e)(1) & (2)) 

 
 

A parent eligible to receive a certificate may choose from a broad continuum of 
caregivers.  This includes in-home and relative providers, other license-exempt 
caregivers, as well as licensed family child care providers and/or child care centers.  
All license-exempt caregivers must satisfactorily pass child protective, motor vehicle 
and state criminal record checks. 
 
The voucher management agencies in the state also serve as the state’s child care 
resource and referral agencies.  Therefore, all families receive consumer education 
information and for families that have not yet selected a child care provider, the 
agency may provide referrals as requested. 

 
 
 
 
3.6.3 If the Lead Agency is also providing child care services through grants and contracts, 

explain how it ensures that parents offered child care services are given the option of 
receiving a child care certificate.  (§98.30(a) & (b)) 

  
It is an expectation of the Department that all contracted child care agencies will 
inform parents applying for child care subsidy of the certificate option.  Currently, 
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funding for grants/contracts versus certificates is nearly evenly divided, however, 
28% more children are served through the certificate program.   
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PART 4 - PROCESSES WITH PARENTS 

 
4.1 The following describes the process for a family to apply/receive child care services 

(658D(b)(1)(A), 658E(c)(2)(D) & (3)(B), §§98.16(k), 98.30(a) through (e)).  If the 
process varies for families based on eligibility category, for instance, TANF versus 
non-TANF, please describe.  The description should include:  

 
• How parents are informed of the availability of child care services and of 

available child care options; 
• Where/how applications are made;  
• Who makes the eligibility determination; 
• How parents who receive TANF benefits are informed about the exception to 

individual penalties as described in 4.4; and 
• Length of eligibility including variations that relate to the services provided, 

e.g., through collaborations with Head Start or pre-kindergarten programs. 
 
 

Information regarding potential child care subsidies is ava ilable through the child 
care resource and referral agencies, the Department’s Regional Offices, Head Start 
Agencies, and other community-based service organizations in the state.   
 
Applications (see attachment H) are made available for child care services through 
the eleven Voucher Management Agencies state-wide and contracted child care 
agencies.  Applicants may apply in person or through the mail.  Assistance in 
completing the application is provided by contracted child care agencies or the 
state’s voucher management agencies.    
 
The contracted child care agencies and voucher management agencies will determine 
eligibility.  Eligibility determination is only completed if all supporting 
documentation is received within 30 days of the completed application.  If eligible, 
parents will enter into an agreement with the child care provider as well as sign a fee 
agreement. 
 
Families must notify the agency of any changes in income once receiving a child 
care subsidy.  The voucher management agencies and contracted child care centers 
also recertify a family every six months.   A family remains eligible as long as 
income is at or below 85% of the state median income and the parent(s) are 
employed or in training.  Maine does not extend eligibility for the child care subsidy 
if the parent is also receiving Head Start services. 
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4.2 The following is a detailed description of how the State maintains a record of 

substantiated parental complaints and how it makes the information regarding such 
parental complaints available to the public on request. (658E(c)(2)(C), §98.32)) 

 
The Department’s Division of Licensing maintains a record of substantiated parental 
complaints.  Any parent seeking child care may request whether a substantiated 
complaint has been made against a provider. 

 
 
 
4.3 The following is a detailed description of the procedures in effect in the State for 

affording parents unlimited access to their children whenever their children are in the 
care of a provider who receives CCDF funds. (658E(c)(2)(B), §98.31)) 

 
  

As required in the state licensing rules for family child care homes and child care 
centers, all providers are required to allow parents unlimited access to children.  In 
addition, parents must be able to reach all child care facilities by telephone when 
children are present. 
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4.4 The regulations at §98.33(b) require the Lead Agency to inform parents who receive 

TANF benefits about the exception to the individual penalties associated with the 
work requirement for any single custodial parent who has a demonstrated inability to 
obtain needed child care for a child under 6 years of age.  

 
 In fulfilling this requirement, the following criteria or definitions are applied by the 

TANF agency to determine whether the parent has a demonstrated inability to obtain 
needed child care:  
 
(NOTE:  The TANF agency, not the Child Care Lead Agency, is responsible for 
establishing the following criteria or definitions.  These criteria or definitions are 
offered in this Plan as a matter of public record.  The TANF agency that established 
these criteria or definitions is:  _Maine Department of Human Services – Bureau of 
Family Independence. 
 
                                                            
  
• "appropriate child care": 
 
Appropriate child care is child care furnished by a child care provider who has 
passed background checks as required by State law and regulation. 
 
 
 
• "reasonable distance": 
 
Reasonable distance is defined as not exceeding by ½ hour the normal commute time 
from the participant’s dwelling to work or an approved activity. 
 
 
 
• "unsuitability of informal child care": 
 
Unsuitable child care is defined as a potential child care provider that has a 
substantiated complaint(s) involving abuse or neglict, or a background check with 
the State Bureau of Investigation and/or the Department of Motor Vehicles that 
indicates convictions that would justify the denial of the application to receive child 
care payments. 
 
 

 
• "affordable child care arrangements": 
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Affordable child care is defined by the child care market rate that are determined 
every 2 years by the Community Services Center of the Maine Department of 
Human Services. 

 
 
 
 PART 5 - ACTIVITIES & SERVICES TO IMPROVE 
   THE QUALITY AND AVAILABILITY OF CHILD CARE 
 
5.1 The Child Care and Development Fund provides earmarks for infant and toddler care and 

school-age care and resource and referral services as well as the special earmark for 
quality activities. 

 
§ The following describes the activities funded to improve the quality of care for 

infants/toddlers and identifies the entity(ies) providing them:  
 
The Department provides funding to 11 child care resource development centers to 
coordinate a 30 hour training on Infant and Toddler Development.  This training is 
part of the Maine Roads to Quality core knowledge training program which offers 
child care and early education providers 180 hours of approved training. 
 
The Department provides through Child Care Connections, the child care resource 
development center based in Portland, funding to support an annual conference on 
caring for infants. 
 
The Department targets $20,000 in scholarship funding to child care providers 
seeking education and training activities focused on infants and toddlers.  The 
scholarships are managed through Maine Roads to Quality and the University of 
Southern Maine, Muskie School. 
 
The Department partially funds a health consultant position with the infant/toddler 
set aside at the Child Care Plus ME program with the University of Maine, Center 
for Community Inclusion.  This health consultant is available to all child care 
providers through a toll free number to provider support and technical assistance to 
providers with children with special needs. 
 
The Department also is proposing a new project to increase training opportunities for 
infant care and expand availability of caregivers.  The proposal is to offer a one-
week summer institute on Caring for Infants and Toddlers.  Caregivers would apply 
for the opportunity for training with the understanding that they would agree to 
provide infant-toddler care.  Upon completion of the training, the provider is eligible 
to receive a small grant to purchase a major piece of equipment necessary for a 
quality infant/toddler program.  Follow-up meeting would be held during the year to 
expand training. 
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§ The following describes child care resource and referral activities funded and 
identifies the entity(ies) providing them: 
 
The department provides funding to each of the eleven child care resource 
development centers to employ a TANF recipient to assist with the activities of the 
RDC, including consumer education and referral. 
 
 
 
 

 
§ The following describes school-aged child care activities funded and identifies the 

entity(ies) providing them.  
 

The Department provides funding to the Maine School Age Care Alliance to assist 
the Alliance in costs for their annual state-wide conference and also to support the 
Alliance in their efforts to provide technical assistance to schools and other entities 
considering starting a school age child care program. 

 
In addition, funds are used to support the activities of the Department’s Americorp 
Promise Fellow whose focus is on school age child care. 

 
 
 
5.2 The law requires that not less than 4% of the CCDF be set-aside for quality activities 

(658E(c)(3)(B), 658G, §§98.13(a), 98.16(h), 98.51, 98.16(h)).  The Lead Agency 
estimates that the following amount and percentage will be used for the quality activities 
(not including earmarked funds):  

   
 $ _2,200,000__(9 %) 
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5.3 Check either "Yes" or "No" for each activity listed to indicate which activities the Lead 

Agency will undertake to improve the availability and quality of child care (include 
activities funded through the 4% quality set-aside as well as the special earmark for 
quality activities).  (658E(c)(3)(B), §§98.13(a), 98.16(h)) 

 
 Yes  No  
 _X_   ___ comprehensive consumer education;  (§98.51(a)(1)(i)) 
 _X_   ___ grants or loans to providers to assist in meeting State and local standards;  

(§98.51(a)(2)(ii)) 
 _X_   ___ improving the monitoring of compliance with licensing and regulatory 

requirements;  (§98.51(a)(2)(iii)) 
 _X_   ___ training, education, and technical assistance;  (§98.51(a)(2)(iv)) 
 _X_   ___ improving salaries and other compensation for child care providers; 

(§98.51(a)(2)(v)) 
 _X_   ___ other quality activities that increase parental choice, and improve the 

quality and availability of child care.  (§98.51(a)(1)(ii) & (ii)) 
 
5.4 Describe each activity that is checked "Yes" above and identify the entity(ies) 

providing them. 
 
 Comprehensive consumer education 

Comprehensive consumer education is provided through Maine’s child care resource 
development centers (RDCs).  The eleven RDCs provide written material and 
consultation to parents through referral staff.  The RDCs also provide referral 
services to both priva te and subsidized clients.  In addition, the Departments 
Regional Offices provide information to parents seeking child care. 

 
Grants and Loans to providers 
The Department will provide small grants to child care providers in the state to fund 
health and safety improvements at child care facilities. 
 
Monitoring and Compliance with licensing and regulatory requirements. 
CCDF funds will be used to maintain and increase monitoring of compliance with 
licensing requirements.  In addition, staff of the Division of Licensing and the Office 
of Child Care and Head Start will revise the rules for nursery schools and child care 
centers through a stakeholders process. 
 
Training and Technical Assistance 
CCDF quality funds are used to fund the state’s child care and early education career 
development center, Maine Roads to Quality (MRTQ).  MRTQ is responsible for the 
development of an 180 core knowledge training program, maintaining registries for 
providers and approved trainers, administering a scholarship program, and 
administering an accreditation support project. 
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In addition, CCDF funds are allocated to the child care resource development centers 
to deliver the approved MRTQ training.   
 
Improving Salaries and compensation 
The Department provides a cost of living increase each year to the contracted child 
care agencies to provide in part salary adjustments and any other quality 
improvements as the agency deems necessary.   In addition, the Department provides 
a 10% differential reimbursement to quality child care providers.   
 
A quality child care provider must meet one of the following criteria: 

 
• Current accreditation by one of the following agencies: National Association 

for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), National Association of 
Family Child Care (NAFCC), or the National School Age Care Association 
(NSACA).  

• Meets Head Start Performance Standards for Programs of Excellence and 
Quality. 

• Be a family child care provider with either a: 
Child Development Association Credential (CDA); or a Associates, 
Bachelor, Masters, or Ph.D in Early Childhood Education, child 
development, or related degree.  Providers with related degrees will need at 
least 12 credits in Early Childhood Education.  Providers with degrees will 
also need to complete a 3-credit course or 45 hours of Core Knowledge 
Training every 3 years. 

 
Other Quality Activities 
CCDF quality funding is used to support the Child Care Plus Maine program.  Child 
Care Plus ME provides technical assistance and financial support to child care 
providers serving children with special needs. 

   
 
 
 
5.5 Is any entity identified in sections 5.1 or 5.4 a non-governmental entity? 
  (   ) No. 
  ( X ) Yes, the following entities named in this Part are non-governmental: 

University of Maine – Child Care Plus ME 
University of Southern Maine – Maine Roads to Quality 
Resource Development Centers (See Attachment C) 
Contracted Child Care Agencies (See Attachment D) 
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PART 6 - HEALTH AND SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR PROVIDERS 
 
(ONLY THE 50 STATES AND THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COMPLETE PART 6.  
ONLY TERRITORIES COMPLETE PART 7.) 

The National Resource Center for Health and Safety in Child Care (NRCHSCC) of DHHS's 
Maternal and Child Health Bureau supports a comprehensive, current, on- line listing of the 
licensing and regulatory requirements for child care in the 50 States and the District of 
Columbia.  In lieu of requiring a State Lead Agency to provide information that is already 
publicly available, ACF accepts this compilation as accurately reflecting the States' licensing 
requirements.  The listing, which is maintained by the University of Colorado Health Sciences 
Center School of Nursing, is available on the World Wide Web at:  http://nrc.uchsc.edu/   

 
Section 6.1 - Health and Safety Requirements for Center-Based Providers  (658E(c)(2)(F), 
§§98.41, §98.16(j)) 
 
6.1.1 Are all center-based providers paid with CCDF funds subject to licensing under State 

law which is reflected in the NRCHSCC's compilation referenced above?  If: 
 
 ( X )  YES, answer 6.1.2 and proceed to 6.2. 
  (  )  NO, answer 6.1.2 and 6.1.3. 
 
6.1.2 Have center licensing requirements as relates to staff-child ratios, group size, or 

staff training been modified since approval of the last State Plan?  (§98.41(a)(2) & 
(3)) 

 
(  ) YES 
( X )  NO 

 
6.1.3 For that center-based care which is NOT licensed, and therefore not reflected in 

NRCHSCC's compilation, the following health and safety requirements apply to 
child care services provided under the CCDF for: 

 
• The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate 

immunizations)   
 
 
 
 
 

• Building and physical premises safety   
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• Health and safety training  

 
 
 
 
 
Section 6.2 - Health and Safety Requirements for Group Home Providers  (658E(c)(2)(F), 
§§98.41, 98.16(j)) 
 
6.2.1 Are all group home providers paid with CCDF funds subject to licensing under State 

law which is reflected in the NRCHSCC's compilation referenced above?  If: 
  
 (  )  YES, answer 6.2.2 and proceed to 6.3.  
 ( X )   NO, answer 6.2.2 and 6.2.3. 
 
6.2.2 Have group home licensing requirements as relates to staff-child ratios, group size, 

or staff training been modified since the approval of the last State Plan?  
(§98.41(a)(2) & (3)) 

 
(  )  YES 
( X )  NO 

 
6.2.3 For that group home care which is NOT licensed, and therefore not reflected in 

NRCHSCC's compilation, the following health and safety requirements apply to 
child care services provided under the CCDF for: 

 
• The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate 

immunizations)   
 
 
 
 
 

• Building and physical premises safety   
 

 
 
 
 

• Health and safety training  
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Section 6.3 - Health and Safety Requirements for Family Providers  (658E(c)(2)(F), §§98.41, 
98.16(j)) 
 
6.3.1 Are all family home child care providers paid with CCDF funds subject to licensing 

under State law which is reflected in the NRCHSCC's compilation referenced above?  
If: 

 ( X )  YES, answer 6.3.2 and proceed to 6.4.  
 (  ) NO, answer 6.3.2 and 6.3.3. 
 
6.3.2 Have family home child care provider requirements as relates to staff-child ratios, 

group size, or staff training been modified since the approval of the last State Plan? 
(§98.41(a)(2) & (3)) 

 
(  )  YES 
( X )  NO 

 
6.3.3 For that family home care which is NOT licensed, and therefore not reflected in 

NRCHSCC's compilation, the following health and safety requirements apply to 
child care services provided under the CCDF for: 

 
• The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate 

immunizations)   
 
 
 
 
 

• Building and physical premises safety   
 

 
 
 
 

• Health and safety training  
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Section 6.4 - Health and Safety Requirements for In-Home Providers  (658E(c)(2)(F), 
§§98.41, 98.16(j)) 
 
6.4.1 Are all in-home child care providers paid with CCDF funds subject to licensing 

under State law which is reflected in the NRCHSCC's compilation referenced above?  
If: 

 (  )  YES, answer 6.4.2 and proceed to 6.5.  
( X )  NO, answer 6.4.2 and 6.4.3. 

 
6.4.2 Have in-home health and safety requirements as relates to staff-child ratios, group 

size, or training been modified since the approval of the last State Plan?  
(§98.41(a)(2) & (3)) 
 
(  ) YES 
( X )  NO 

 
6.4.3 For that in-home care which is NOT licensed, and therefore not reflected in 

NRCHSCC's compilation, the following health and safety requirements apply to 
child care services provided under the CCDF for: 

 
• The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate 

immunizations)  The Voucher Management Agency shall distribute 
Department approved materials that inform unregulated caregivers, relative 
caregivers and in-home caregivers  of health and safety issues, including the 
control of communicable disease, immunization requirements, physical 
premises safety and training opportunities in health and safety, first aid, CPR 
and early care and education. 

 
 

• Building and physical premises safety   
 

 
 
 
 

• Health and safety training  
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Section 6.5 - Exemptions to Health and Safety Requirements 
 
At State option, the following relatives: grandparents, great grandparents, aunts, uncles, or 
siblings who live in a separate residence from the child in care, may be exempted from health 
and safety requirements (658P(4)(B), §98.41(a)(1)(ii)(A)).  Indicate the Lead Agency policy 
regarding these relative providers: 
 
(     ) All relative providers are subject to the same requirements as described in sections 

6.1 - 6.4 above, as appropriate; there are no exemptions for relatives or different 
requirements for them. 

(  X   ) All relative providers are exempt from all health and safety requirements.  
(     ) Some or all relative providers are subject to different health and safety requirements 

from those described in sections 6.1 - 6.4.  The following describes those different 
requirements and identifies which relatives they apply to: 

 
 
 
 
 
Section 6.6 - Enforcement of Health and Safety Requirements 
 
Each Lead Agency is required to certify that procedures are in effect to ensure that child care 
providers of services for which assistance is provided comply with all applicable health and 
safety requirements.  (658E(c)(2)(E), §§98.40(a)(2), 98.41(d))  The following is a description of 
how health and safety requirements are effectively enforced: 
 
• Are child care providers subject to routine unannounced visits? 
  (  )  No 
 ( X )  Yes, and the following describes the providers subject to unannounced visits   

and  the frequency of those visits. 
 
All providers must have a visit at 1) re- licensure, 2) if there has been a complaint and 3) any 
necessary follow-up visits. 
 
 
 
 
• Are child care providers subject to background checks? 
 (  )  No 

( X )  Yes, and the following describes the providers subject to background checks. 
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 Provider, household members, staff, and volunteers. 
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§ Does the State require that child care providers report serious injuries that occur while a child 
is in care? ( Serious injuries are defined as injuries requiring medical treatment by a doctor, 
nurse, dentist, or other medical professional.) 

 (  )  No 
 ( x )  Yes, and the following describes the State’s reporting requirements and how 

such injuries are tracked (if applicable). 
  
 All providers and staff are mandated reporters of child abuse.  If injury does not 

merit investigation for abuse or neglect, the child care provider must maintain 
a record of the incident and notify the appropriate families. 

 
 
 
§ Other methods used to ensure health and safety requirements are effectively enforced: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 6.7 –  Exemptions from Immunization Requirements 
 
The State assures that children receiving services under the CCDF are age-appropriately 
immunized, and that the health and safety provisions regarding immunizations incorporate (by 
reference or otherwise) the latest recommendations for childhood immunizations of the State 
public health agency.  (§98.41(a)(1)) 
 
The State exempts the following children from immunization (check all that apply): 
 
__X_  Children who are cared for by relatives (defined as grandparents, great grandparents, 

siblings (if living in a separate residence), aunts and uncles). 
__X_ Children who receive care in their own homes. 
__X_ Children whose parents object to immunization on religious grounds. 
__X_ Children whose medical condition contraindicates immunization. 
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 PART 7 - HEALTH AND SAFETY REQUIREMENTS IN THE TERRITORIES 
 
Section 7.1 - Health and Safety Requirements for Center-Based Providers in the Territories 
(658E(c)(2)(F), §98.41(a), §98.16(j)) 
 
For all center-based care, the following health and safety requirements apply to child care 
services provided under the CCDF for: 
 

• The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate 
immunizations)   

 
 
 
 
 

• Building and physical premises safety   
 

 
 
 
 

• Health and safety training  
 
 
 
 
 
Section 7.2 - Health and Safety Requirements for Group Home Providers in the Territories 
(658E(c)(2)(F), §98.41(a), §98.16(j)) 
 
For all group home care, the following health and safety requirements apply to child care 
services provided under the CCDF for: 
 

• The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate 
immunizations)   

 
 
 
 
 

• Building and physical premises safety   
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• Health and safety training  
 
 
 
 
 
Section 7.3 - Health and Safety Requirements for Family Providers in the Territories 
(658E(c)(2)(F), §98.41(a), §98.16(j)) 
 
For all family child care, the following health and safety requirements apply to child care 
services provided under the CCDF for: 
 

• The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate 
immunizations)   

 
 
 
 
 

• Building and physical premises safety   
 

 
 
 
 

• Health and safety training  
 
 
 
 
Section 7.4 - Health and Safety Requirements for In-Home Providers in the Territories 
(658E(c)(2)(F), §98.41(a), §98.16(j)) 
 
For all in-home care, the following health and safety requirements apply to child care services 
provided under the CCDF for: 
 

• The prevention and control of infectious disease (including age-appropriate 
immunizations)   
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• Building and physical premises safety   
 

 
 
 
 

• Health and safety training  
 
 
 
 
 
Section 7.5 - Exemptions to Territorial Health and Safety Requirements 
 
At Lead Agency option, the following relatives: grandparents, great grandparents, aunts, uncles, 
or siblings who live in a separate residence from the child in care, may be exempted from health 
and safety requirements (658P(5)(B), 98.41(g)).  Indicate the Lead Agency policy regarding 
these relative providers: 
 
(    ) All relative providers are subject to the same requirements as described in sections 7.1 - 

7.4 above, as appropriate; there are no exemptions for relatives or different requirements 
for them. 

(    ) All relative providers are exempt from all health and safety requirements.  
(    ) Some or all relative providers are subject to different health and safety requirements from 

those described in sections 7.1 - 7.4 and the following describes those different 
requirements and which relatives they apply to: 

 
 
 
  
 
Section 7.6 - Enforcement of Health and Safety Requirements 
 
Each Lead Agency is required to certify that procedures are in effect to ensure that child care 
providers of services for which assistance is provided comply with all applicable health and 
safety requirements.  (658E(c)(2)(E), §§98.40(a)(2), 98.41(d))  The following is a description of 
how Territorial health and safety requirements are effectively enforced: 
 
§ Are child care providers subject to routine unannounced visits? 
 (  )  No 
 (  )  Yes, and the following describes the providers subject to unannounced visits and the 

frequency of those visits. 
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§ Are child care providers subject to background checks? 
 (  )  No 
 (  )  Yes, and the following describes the providers subject to background checks. 
 
 
 
 
 
§ Does the Territory require that child care providers report serious injuries that occur while a 

child is in care?  (Serious injuries are defined as injuries requiring medical treatment by a 
doctor, nurse, dentist, or other medical professional.) 

 (  )  No 
 (  )  Yes, and the following describes the Territory's reporting requirements and how such 

injuries are tracked (if applicable). 
 
 
 
 
 
§ Other methods used to ensure health and safety requirements are effectively enforced: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 7.7 – Exemptions from Immunization Requirements 
 
The Territory assures that children receiving services under the CCDF are age-appropriately 
immunized, and that the health and safety provisions regarding immunizations incorporate (by 
reference or otherwise) the latest recommendations for childhood immunizations of the 
Territorial public health agency.  (§98.41(a)(1)) 
 
The Territory exempts the following children from immunization (check all that apply): 
 
____  Children who are cared for by relatives (defined as grandparents, great grandparents, 

siblings (if living in a separate residence), aunts and uncles). 
____ Children who receive care in their own homes. 
____ Children whose parents object to immunization on religious grounds. 
____ Children whose medical condition contraindicates immunization. 
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APPENDIX 1 -- PROGRAM ASSURANCES AND CERTIFICATIONS 
 
The Lead Agency, named in Part 1 of this Plan, assures that: 
 
1) upon approval, it will have in effect a program which complies with the provisions of the 

Plan printed herein, and is administered in accordance with the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant Act of 1990 as amended, Section 418 of the Social Security 
Act, and all other applicable Federal laws and regulations.  (658D(b), 658E(a)) 

 
(2) the parent(s) of each eligible child within the State who receives or is offered child care 

services for which financial assistance is provided is given the option either to enroll such 
child with a child care provider that has a grant or contract for the provision of the 
service; or to receive a child care certificate.  (658E(c)(2)(A)(i)) 

 
(3) in cases in which the parent(s) elects to enroll the child with a provider that has a grant or 

contract with the Lead Agency, the child will be enrolled with the eligible provider 
selected by the parent to the maximum extent practicable. (658E(c)(2)(A)(ii))  

 
(4) the child care certificate offered to parents shall be of a value commensurate with the 

subsidy value of child care services provided under a grant or contract. 
(658E(c)(2)(A)(iii)  

 
(5) with respect to State and local regulatory requirements, health and safety requirements, 

payment rates, and registration requirements, State or local rules, procedures or other 
requirements promulgated for the purpose of the Child Care and Development Fund will 
not significantly restrict parental choice from among categories of care or types of 
providers. (658E(c)(2)(A), §98.15(p), §98.30(g), §98.40(b)(2), §98.41(b), §98.43(c), 
§98.45(d)). 

 
(6) that children receiving services under the CCDF are age-appropriately immunized, and 

that the health and safety provisions regarding immunizations incorporate (by reference 
or otherwise) the latest recommendation for childhood immunizations of the State public 
health agency. (§98.41(a)(1)) 
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The Lead Agency also certifies that:  
 
(1) it has procedures in place to ensure that providers of child care services for which 

assistance is provided under the Child Care and Development Fund afford parents 
unlimited access to their children and to the providers caring for their children during the 
normal hours of operations and whenever such children are in the care of such providers. 
(658E(c)(2)(B)) 

 
(2) it maintains a record of substantiated parental complaints and makes information 

regarding such complaints available to the public on request. (658E(c)(2)(C)) 
 
(3) it will collect and disseminate to parents of eligible children and the general public, 

consumer education information that will promote informed child care choices.  
(658E(c)(2)(D)) 

 
(4) it has in effect licensing requirements applicable to child care services provided in the 

State. (658E(c)(2)(E))  
 
(5) there are in effect within the State (or other area served by the Lead Agency), under State 

or local law, requirements designed to protect the health and safety of children;  these 
requirements are applicable to child care providers that provide services for which 
assistance is made available under the Child Care and Development Fund. 
(658E(c)(2)(E)) 

 
(6) procedures are in effect to ensure that child care providers that provide services for which 

assistance is provided under the Child Care and Development Fund comply with all 
applicable State or local health and safety requirements. (658E(c)(2)(G)) 

 
(7) payment rates under the Child Care and Development Fund for the provision of child 

care services are sufficient to ensure equal access for eligible children to comparable 
child care services in the State or sub-State area that are provided to children whose 
parents are not eligible to receive assistance under this program or under any other 
Federal or State child care assistance programs.  (658E(c)(4)(A))  
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APPENDIX 2 - ELIGIBILITY AND PRIORITY TERMINOLOGY: 
 
For purposes of determining eligibility and priority for CCDF-funded child care services, lead 
agencies must define the following terms. (658P, 658E(c)(3)(B))  
 
(1) attending (a job training or educational program; include minimum hours if applicable)  
 
Attending a job training or educational program – enrolled at lease half time in any recognized 
school, training program, or institution of higher education. 
 
(2) in loco parentis - 
 
An adult acting in place of a parent, such as a grandparent, foster parent, a state caseworker, 
and/or a legal guardian. 
  
(3) job training and educational program - 
 
Job training program means vocational training, field training, on-the-job training, and other 
recognized job readiness training program focused upon the acquisition of knowledge and skills 
that prepare the participant for employment. 
 
(4) physical or mental incapacity (if the Lead Agency provides such services to children age 

13 and older) - 
 
Children who are physically or mentally incapable of caring for themselves. 
 
(5) protective services - 
 
Specialized casework services including respite care to neglected, abused, or exploited children 
and their families. 
 
(6) residing with - 
 
The child is living with the applicant who is maintaining a home for the child.  Maintaining a 
home means that the applicant is providing the main domicile for the child. 
 
(7) special needs child - 
 
Children with specific diagnosis/disability which without intervention may impede or impair the 
attainment of developmental milestones. 
 
(8) very low income - 
 
At or below 100% of the federal poverty level. 
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(9) working (include minimum hours if applicable) - 
 
Gainful employment that produces earned income from wages, salaries, commissions, fees, tips, 
or self employment in one’s own business, professional enterprise, partnership or farm. 
 
(10) Additional terminology related to conditions of eligibility or priority established by the 

Lead Agency:  
 
TANF transitional – Low income families who were TANF recipients in one of the three months 
preceding the month they were determined to be ineligible.  Increased hours of work, increased 
earning, or loss or earned income disregards must have caused or contributed to the closure.  
TANF transitional clients must be referred in writing by the Bureau of Family Independence. 
 
Family Violence Transitional – Low income survivors of domestic violence who are left 
homeless due to a violent situation and are residing in family violence transitional housing.  
Transitional housing clients must be referred by a Department funded family violence agency. 


